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SUBJECT: SOVIET AMBASSADOR COMMENTS ON BREZHNEV'S HEALTH 

1. AT A LUNCHEON I HOSTED JANUARY 21 FOR SENIOR OFFICERS 

OF THE SOVIET EMBASSY, AMBASSADOR RYZHOV TOLD ME THAT HE 
HAD PERSONALLY SPOKEN TO SOVIET GENERAL SECRETARY BREZHNEV 
IN MOSCOW ON DECEMBER 23. ACCORDING TO RYZHOV, BREZHNEV SEEMED IN 
GENERALLY GOOD HEALTH AND SPIRITS ALTHOUGH HE MENTIONED 
THAT HE WAS SOMEWHAT TIRED AS A RESULT OF HIS EXCEEDINGLY 
BUSY SCHEDULE DURING THE FAT I- BREZHNEV STATED THAT HE 
INTENDED TO TAKE A WORKING VACATION OF SEVERAL WEEKS IN THE 
CRIMEA AT AN EARLY OPPORTUNITY WHICH, THE AMBASSADOR INDICATED, 
WOULD EXPLAIN REPORTS OF HIS RECENT ABSENCE FROM PUBLIC VIEW. 
RYZHOV ALSO MENTIONED THAT HIS WIFE HAD SUBSEQUENTLY SEEN 
BREZHNEV ON JANUARY 6 AND HAD STATED THAT HE APPEARED TO BE 
IN GOOD HEALTH. 

2. IN A MANNER APPARENTLY DESIGNED TO PROVE THAT BREZHNEV 
IS STILL VERY MUCH AT WORK, RYZHOV TOLD ME THAT HE HAD 
RECENTLY RECEIVED A LETTER DATED JANUARY 8 FOR DELIVERY 
TO PRIME MINISTER MORO SIGNED BY BREZHNEV CONCERNING THE 
INVITATION (EMBTEL 17670) FOR BREZHNEV TO VISIT ITALY. 

IN HIS LETTER, BREZHNEV REPORTEDLY INDICATED THAT HE WOULD 
VERY MUCH LIKE TO MAKE THE TRIP BUT THAT HE IS NOT NOW IN 
A POSITION TO SET A DATE. (THE MFA'S SOVIET DESK OFFICER 
HAD ALREADY INFORMED US OF THE ARRIVAL OF THE BREZHNEV 
LETTER AND HAS INDICATED A WILLINGNESS TO SHOW US A COPY.) 
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3. IN CONVERSATIONS WITH ME AND OTHER EMBASSY OFFICERS, 
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THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR AND OTHER OFFICIALS PRESENT AT THE 
LUNCHEON DOWNPLAYED WESTERN PRESS REPORTS OF BREZHNEV'S 
ILLNESS AND OF DISSENSION WITHIN SOVIET LEADERSHIP CIRCLES. 
THEY EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT THE SOVIET COMMITMENT TO 
A POLICY OF DETENTE WITH THE US WOULD REMAIN UNCHANGED 
DESPITE THE RECENT SETBACK RESULTING FROM CONGRESSIONAL 
ADOPTION OF THE TRADE ACT. VOLPE 
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